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and by such words as "Heut rodt, Morn todt" (To day
red, to-morrow dead "), as on certain so-called " Moralische
Pfenninge " struck at Basel In the seventeenth century.
One must not forget that the terrible and devastating
pestilences of former times increased the significance of
such memento mori tokens, recalling the liability to sudden
death.

According to individual temperaments and circum-
stances, as already stated, such simple aspects of death
may give rise to various mental attitudes, and may
exert very different effects. They may favour vital
depression or excitation. They may, for instance, modify
ambition, induce remorse, diminish future effort or
stimulate to make the best use of life while life lasts.
According also to individual temperaments and circum-
stances, the simple aspect of death may be as the " king
of terrors" or as the " prince of peace." Some of the
expressions above referred to (e cj. " Lex non poena rnors; "
" Principium moriendi natale est") may be regarded as
carrying a certain amount of consolation (cf. under
Heading VIII.) with them.

II. DEATH AS THE THRESHOLD OF A FUTURE EXIST-
ENCE. DEATH FROM THE STANDPOINT OF
KELIGIOCJS FAITH. METEMPSYCHOSIS.

"Mors janua vitae." "A deathlike sleep, a gentle
wafting to immortal life " (Milton, Paradise Lost, book xii.
line 434). Death may be regarded as the entrance into
a higher state of existence by all those who believe in
personal immortality, including those who incline to the
doctrine of a gradual evolution of souls (by metempsy-
chosis) through the ages, analogous to Darwinic evolution